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Vision 
 
The narrative around plastic has changed – it is seen as a limited and precious resource that we cannot produce 
any more of, so it is unthinkable to throw it away. Refill is the norm and is accessible at all price points for all 
consumers, and Londoners use resuable ‘tiffin boxes’ at lunch and when on the go, supported by a London-
wide scheme. All plastics in use are reusable, recycled, or compostable and our rivers and streets are free of 
plastic litter. 
 

Key Facts 
In London, plastic makes 
up approximately 9% of 
household waste with 

plastic packaging 
accounting for nearly 

70% of this. 

Flexible plastic 
packaging represents 
nearly a quarter of all 
UK consumer plastic 

packaging. But only 6% 
is currently recycled. 

Around 125,000 tonnes 
of plastic bottle waste is 

produced in London 
each year.   

More than 200 tonnes 
of waste is removed 

from the Thames each 
year, much of which is 

plastic. 

 

Theme Pillars 

 

Priority Areas for next 1-2 years 
 Adopt low plastic policies for councils (procurement, operations, events, schools) 
 Promote and support refill options across London  
 Develop range of support and advice for small businesses on low plastic approaches (purchasing co-

ops, business recycling options)  
 Set up a pilot cup and container/lunchbox reuse scheme in at least one borough 

 

Key Messages for London Boroughs 
 Plastic is a key area that people are concerned about from a carbon emission, environmental pollution 

and waste perspective – action you take will likely be popular. 
 There is action already underway in your borough by local community groups on low plastic – seek 

them out and promote them. 
 Supporting refill and broadening it’s appeal is a great opportunity to reduce single use plastic and 

reduce costs for residents.  
 Understanding our waste flows and gathering data on plastics is important – providing better 

information on what types of plastic waste is being generated and tracking changes. 

Innovate 

Innovate to ensure that 
the plastics we do need 
are reusable, recyclable 

or compostable 

Eliminate 

Eliminate all problematic 
and unnecessary plastic 

items 

Circulate 

Circulate all the plastic 
items we use to keep 
them in the economy 

and out of the 
environment 
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 Policy changes such as Extended producer responsibility and Deposit Scheme Return will create shifts 
in plastic use and impact on waste flows – local authorities need to be anticipating this. 

 

Actions for London Boroughs 
Actions to take now: 

 Join the Low Plastic Communities platform run by ReLondon and get involved  
 If you have any actions in your climate action plans/strategies related to plastics, let us know so London 

Boroughs can work together and share ideas 
 Think about how you can incorporate the actions for the Plastic theme within your climate action plan 

and let us know if you want to involved in developing and delivering these 
 Share any good practice and interesting projects that are being done by community groups with us and 

the Low Plastics Communiites network 
 Look at how you can make sure that any events you directly run can be plastic free 

 
Actions to take in the next 1-2 years: 

 There will be groups active in your borough taking action on plastic – are there lists/examples that 
boroughs can share? E.g. North London Waste Authority’s Low Plastic Zones 

 Think about how the actions fit with what you are already planning or are thinking about for climate 
action plans. How can boroughs support these actions, including: 

o Support tackling of lunchtime plastic waste throwaway economy – share examples already 

underway in your boroughs 

o Share advice on support for small businesses on low plastic approaches  

o Share data around single-use plastics and refill options across London 

o Support lobbying of supermarkets and large stores to provide more refill options/reduce plastic 

packaging 

 Help to incorporate sustainable plastics purchasing/management into procurement: 

o Identify contracts that involve direct purchasing of single use plastics (boroughs to engage with 

procurement/commissioning colleagues) – share examples already identified by boroughs, e.g. 

PPE, stationery, catering  

o Introduce boilerplate clauses into general contracts to eliminate single use plastics amongst 

supply chain (these are being developed by lead borough but boroughs are asked to share 

existing examples) 

o Engage with ReLondon circular economy training 

 

Support & Resources for Boroughs 

The list below includes existing platforms and resources that boroughs can promote to residents or use 

themselves. Please note: options listed below have been recommended based on research for the OWL 

programme, but not all are quality assured by the programme. Boroughs should undertake the usual due 

diligence when proceeding with them, and alternatives may be available. 

 Climate conversations packs for community groups focusing on plastics 

 Schools Resources action on plastic pack 

 Key principles from West London sustainable procurement toolkit 

 Low plastics community (ReLondon)  

https://cematchmaker.com/register/
https://www.nlwa.gov.uk/campaigns-and-projects/low-plastic-zones
https://relondon.gov.uk/citizen-and-community-engagement
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 ReLondon plastics report 

 Plastic Waste Research Briefing  

 Wrap – Plastics 

 Kids Against Plastic 

 City to Sea 

 The Thames and Tributaries ‘Plasticblitz’ 

 

Get in Touch! 

Andrew Hagger, Policy and Review Manager 
Serving Richmond and Wandsworth Councils 
andrew.hagger@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk   

https://relondon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/210521-RELondon-Plastic-report-final.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8515/CBP-8515.pdf
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/plastic-packaging
https://www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk/
https://www.citytosea.org.uk/
https://www.thames21.org.uk/connecting-communities/the-thames-and-tributaries-plasticblitz/
mailto:andrew.hagger@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk

